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Leeuwin produces a wide range of wines and
names its premier bottling of sauvignon blanc,
cabernet sauvignon, riesling, shiraz as well as
chardonnay with the Art Series designation. These
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bottles also have attractive labels with prints of
leading Australian artists. In addition, Leeuwin
annually hosts some of Australia’s most famous
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musical performances by world-known artists on its property.
Finally, one of the most famous wines
of the world has the longest-standing art
connection. For 28 years before Chateau
Mouton Rothschild became a First Growth
Bordeaux (1973), the owner, Baron Philippe
de Rothschild, formed a close bond between
wine and art. His fame and stature as one
of France’s most famous citizens was due to
crossing professional boundaries from playwright, screenwriter, poet, theatrical and
film producer to Grand Prix motor driver
to owner of one of the world’s most famous
wineries. As a result, he was able to interest
world renowned artists to compete to design a winery label for each vintage of this
famous wine from 1945 until his death in
1988, and continued by his daughter Baroness Phillipine de Rothschild to present.
The first label was in 1945 by Philippe
Jullian which featured a rather straightforward “V” for the allied victory ending World
War II (which claimed the life of the Baron’s
wife). Since then, there has been a non-stop
series of the world’s most famous artists annually competing to have their label design
chosen for this esteemed wine. Winners
have included Marc Chagall, Juan Miro,
Pablo Picasso, Andy Warhol, Henry Moore,
Salvador Dali, César, John Huston, Saul
Steinberg, as well as many other renowned
artists. If chosen to do the label, each one is
paid the same as those before – 10 cases of
the current release of Mouton Rothschild,
complete with their label on each bottle.
In addition to the winery’s famous labels,
it is widely known for its Museum of Wine
in Art. I spent a most enjoyable day at this
property and was almost overwhelmed by
the experience as this is one of my all-time
favorite wines. The museum is worthwhile
due to its ability to attract unique art-related
items. A Santé!
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