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A “Little Free Library” Makes a 
Big Impact at Sunny Hill School

IN YOUR TRAVELS around Barrington, have 
you ever seen the quirky little painted-mailbox 
structures that hold books? There are sev-

eral of them in our community, and they’re called 
“Little Free Libraries.” They are part of a national 
Little Free Library movement that promotes the 
free book-exchange concept of “take a book, leave 
a book”. 

The idea started 10 years ago in Madison, 
Wisconsin, and over the past decade the concept 
has taken off across the world, with more than 
80,000 Little Free Libraries in all 50 states and 90-
plus countries, with more than 120 million books 
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The Little Library team that renovated the Sunny Hill library is (from left) BHS student Lilly Pozzo, volunteer Sarah Hoban, 
Barrington 220 Director of Fine, Visual, and Performing Arts Brigid Tileston, volunteers Annmarie Crowley and Robin 
Ross-Henning, BHS woodworking teacher Jason Kaiser, and Drawing/Painting teacher Alexandra Stevenson. 

shared. Its impact has been widespread, with Little 
Free Libraries providing books and neighborhood 
connections in communities large and small, a 
movement that has profoundly increased access 
to books and a love of reading. Supporting groups 
include Rotary, AARP, Reading Is Fundamental, 
American Library Association, and the Library of 
Congress. 

A NEED FOR BOOKS CLOSE TO HOME
Nowhere has this impact been felt more acutely 
here in Barrington than in our Sunny Hill School 
community. Some years ago, Sunny Hill volunteers 

Annmarie Crowley and Robin Ross-Henning had 
heard about Little Free Libraries and decided to 
bring one to this District 220 grade school, which 
has a student population that is 50% English-lan-
guage learners and is 89% low-income. In many 
of these families’ homes, books can be scarce, and 
these dedicated women wanted that to change.

Ross-Henning and Crowley worked together 
with Sunny Hill Enrichment Educational Special-
ist Lori Ford to acquire funding to build a Little 
Free Library and have it installed at the school in 
2013. It became the very first Little Free Library 
in the Barrington area. The library is stocked with 
books two to three times a week, and students 
and their parents are encouraged to take a book 
any time they wish—and they don’t even have to 
return it if they don’t want to.

“U.S. Department of Education statistics state 
that 61% of low-income families have no books at 
home,” says Crowley. “Our Little Library gives our 

A Little Free Library on Russell Street.

A Little Free Library at East Main and Ela Streets. 
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students and their families access to a wide variety 
of books. We try to stock bilingual and Spanish 
books, as well as books in English. Many of our 
grade-schoolers are still learning English, so we 
wanted to be sure that they could have access to 
books in their native Spanish, as well.”

Crowley says that Sunny Hill families have 
embraced the Little Free Library whole-heartedly. 
“Each week when we stock the books, we see par-
ents sitting on the playground with their child in 
their lap reading a book,” she says. “It’s so gratify-
ing to see that.”

"Our Little Free Library provides spectacular 
support for our students to become lifelong 
learners," says Dr. Cynthia Armendariz-Maxwell, 
principal at Sunny Hill School. "Obviously the 
library is very important to the school, but to see 
it extend outside the school to bring books into 
our children's homes is truly heart-warming. It is 
such a celebration of reading and lifelong literacy."

Sunny Hill fourth grader Yaneli Ornelas has 
greatly enjoyed the book-sharing program at her 
school. “I love to find new books there,” she says. 
“I enjoy the “Amulet” series and “One Thousand 
Paper Cranes”. I think it’s great that kids who 
might not have books at home can find interesting 
books at the Little Free Library.”

Ornelas’ mom, Laura, has always emphasized 

the importance of reading to her children. “I al-
ways encourage them to read a book every night,” 
she says. “I’m really grateful for the Little Free 
Library, because my kids love to come and switch 
out the books that they read every week.”

A LITTLE RENOVATION
Because the Little Free Library at Sunny Hill is 
now six years old, over time it had become weath-
er-beaten and in disrepair. The paint had chipped 
and worn thin, and the wood had become rotten. 
This year, school officials were looking for a way 
to bring the beloved library structure back to its 
former glory. 

Volunteer Sarah Hoban worked with Bar-
rington 220’s Director of Fine, Visual, and 
Performing Arts Brigid Tileston, as well as draw-
ing/painting teacher Alexandra Stevenson and 
woodworking teacher Jason Kaiser, to enlist BHS 
students to lend their talents to the repainting and 
refurbishing of the little library. 

Current Barrington High School students 
Jorge Hernandez, Michael O’Connor, and Lilly 
Pozzo, a former Sunny Hill student, worked on 
the project throughout the school year. Their 
newly repainted and beautiful Little Free Library 
is currently being re-installed at Sunny Hill this 
summer, with a grand re-opening planned for the 
opening of the 2019-2020 school year.

“It was so wonderful to see this project come 
together the way that it did,” said Crowley. “Lilly, 
Jorge, and Michael worked so hard on this proj-
ect this year, and they’ve even painted a tiger on 
each side, which is the Sunny Hill mascot. We’re 
so grateful to the many people who have worked 
tirelessly to make sure that we can continue to 
provide books to our Sunny Hill community for 
years to come.” 

In addition to the Little Free Library at Sunny 
Hill, there are numerous other Little Free Librar-
ies in the Barrington area, including several in 
the Village, a Rotary-sponsored library at Hollis 
Brothers Auto Repair, and a library on Lake-Cook 
Road east of town.

If you’re interested in learning more about 
Little Free Libraries and to find a map of the clos-
est library to you, go to www.littlefreelibrary.org. 
The organization is celebrating its 10th anniver-
sary this year.

Patty Dowd Schmitz is 
the Director of Commu-
nications, Marketing, and 
Events for the Village of 
Barrington. She has been 
a long-time contributor to 
Quintessential Barrington.

BHS student Lilly Pozzo helped to repaint the Sunny Hill library. The tiger is Sunny Hill’s school mascot. 


