Op e n Sp a c es

BY WENDY PAULSON

especially in early spring when they first arrive,
and sometimes in colorful association with goldfinches and rose-breasted grosbeaks. During and
after nest season, I often see the male and female
together. They hardly look like a pair—the plumage is so completely different—until you notice
that the size and shape are alike. Both birds have
the short, conical bills of seedeaters and both have
small, beady black eyes. As the season progresses,
you can recognize young males by the splotchy
brown and blue plumage as their adult blue feathers begin to grow in.
The species is surprisingly common in the Barrington area. You won’t see buntings in town, but
can expect to see and hear them in local natural
areas, such as Citizens for Conservation’s Flint
Creek Savanna and Grigsby Prairie, and Lake
and Cook County Forest Preserves. They favor
shrubby edges between open and wooded areas.
At this time of year, I hear and spot them regularly
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as I bike local country roads.
The buntings will linger until September or
even October, then will depart for their wintering
grounds in Central America and the West Indies.
Their ringing treetop songs will fade until next
spring when we can welcome back both their music and blue brilliance to our countryside.
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