
Arts & Culture By Tamara TaBel

A Fresh and Exciting 
Spring Season

 Pacifica String Quartet will perform a Chamber Music Concert by on Sun., March 4, at 3 p.m.

Barrington’s White house offers outstanding 
Cultural and humanities events 

Barrington’s White house is pleased to introduce its new 2018 spring season. 
Come and enjoy new experiences, as well as catch up with a few performers 
you may already know. enjoy the intimate and elegant surroundings of Bar-
rington’s favorite mansion where the events offer something for everyone. 
event tickets go on sale in January at BarringtonsWhitehouse.com. 

The ReTuRn of BaRRingTon’s Town waRming 
Join this re-creation of the forward-thinking, post-world war i happenings 
known as the Barrington’s Town Warming to be held on Saturday, Feb. 3, from 
8:30 a.m.– 4:30 p.m. The $55 general admission fee includes a full day of lectures, 
continental breakfast, box lunch, and a reception following the day’s discussions.

This year’s theme is, “Reality Check: where we are Today and our Vision for 
the future,” featuring robust discussions from notable business, religious, aca-
demic, and civic leaders. Keynote speakers include Barrington residents Hank 
Paulson, former secretary of the Treasury and former Chairman/Ceo of gold-
man sachs, and Wendy Paulson, Chair emerita of Rare, an international conser-
vation organization. This event is generously sponsored by Barrington Bank & 
Trust and the Barrington Cultural Commission. 
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a PaT mCKillen DouBlePlay
Join one of Barrington’s most prolific singer-songwriters, Pat 
McKillen, as he shares his unique fusion of folk, pop, and rock 
on Friday, Feb. 9 and Sat. Feb. 10, both concerts at 8 p.m. 
mcKillen will perform songs from his most recent album, 
Blood & Bones, incorporating intricate layering with his pow-
erful, passionate voice. Cash bar. $20 general admission. a 
great night out with friends! 

Pat McKillen

3RD ThuRsDays ReTuRn as 
youR aRT nighT ouT!
each 3rd Thursday event features 
a free local artist’s exhibition with 
works for sale, with complimentary 
hors d’oeuvres by wild asparagus 
Catering, and a cash bar. The first 
featured artist will be Catherine 
Chifflot Nealey, on Thursday, Feb. 
15, from 6–8 p.m. her intricate and 
colorful work pays homage to her 
french industrial designer father’s 
detailed precision and her italian 
mother’s harmony and spontaneity. 

“ouR Town” Comes To 
BaRRingTon’s DownTown
Take a step back in time to grover’s 
Corners, new hampshire, in the 
early 1900s with the heartwarming 
story of george and emily’s love 
and how precious everyday life 
is. on Thursday, Feb. 22 at 7:30 
p.m., this Thorton wilder* classic 
is recreated as he intended—with 
very little scenery and few props. 
enjoy the TesserAct Theatre En-
semble for this special event. $10 
general admission. *Tesseract 
Theatre ensemble is presented 
through a special arrangement 
with samuel french, inc., new 
york, ny. Tesseract Theatre en-
semble is a recognized 501(c)3 
charitable organization.aging ThoughTfully: ConVeRsaTions aBouT 

ReTiRemenT, RomanCe, wRinKles & RegReT
Join this lively conversation on Sunday, Feb. 25 at 3 p.m. be-
tween martha nussbaum, the renowned philosopher and ethi-
cist at u of C, and saul levmore, the former dean and a current 
professor at the university’s law school, as they discuss Aging 
Thoughtfully topics from their book that include retirement, 
cosmetic procedures, philanthropy, and refashioning social se-
curity to help the elderly poor. a book signing follows the lec-
ture. Tickets are: ViP $30 / adults $20 / students $10.

Martha NussbaumSaul Levmore

ChamBeR musiC ConCeRT By PaCifiCa sTRing QuaRTeT
acclaimed as one of the world’s finest chamber ensembles, the Pacifica Quartet will 
perform on Sunday, March 4 at 3 p.m. Recognized for its virtuosity, exuberant per-
formance style and often-daring repertory choices, this grammy- and award-winning 
quartet will play the following selections: Mendelssohn: Quartet in A minor, Op. 13; 
Weinberg: Quartet No 6; and Schumann: Quartet in A minor, Op. 41, No 1. Complimen-
tary wine Reception following the performance. Tickets: adults $30 / students $10.

Barrington’s White house acknowledges its sponsors, without whose generosity this series would not be possible: Kim duchossois, mary B. galvin, Barrington Bank & 
trust Company, n.a./a Wintrust Community Bank, Barrington 220 Community unit school district, Barrington Cultural Commission, mr. & mrs. michael sullivan and 
northern trust. to become a sponsor or to join its new sustainer Program, please call 224-512-4066 or email culturalevents@barringtonswhitehouse.com. 

Barrington’s White house is a community and cultural center in the heart of downtown Barrington at 145 West main street. this restored 1898 mansion is 
also available for private rental for weddings, fundraisers, cocktail receptions, bereavement gatherings, parties and showers, and corporate functions. go to 
BarringtonsWhitehouse.com
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JusT oVeR a yeaR ago, on sept. 19, the lord mayor of london Cllr. 
Robert Davis and other important officials gathered at Barrington high 
school to present the formal invitation to Randy Karon and the Bhs Bron-

cos marching Band to play in the 2018 london new year’s Day Parade and festival 
(lnyDP). about 90 members of the Barrington high school band rang in the new 
year across the pond, as featured performers in the 2018 london new year’s Day 
Parade. The Broncos first appeared in the 2014 parade, and were invited back for 
a rare encore performance. This time around they were one of just 16 bands from 
across the united states marching in the parade.

The london new year’s Day Parade is a long-running tradition that demands 
high standards of excellence from all participants. City Councillor and former lord 
mayor of westminster Robert Davis traveled to Barrington over a year ago, to meet 
with Band Director Randy Karon, District 220 Director of fine, Visual & Perform-
ing arts Brigid Tileston and Bhs Principal steve mcwilliams, to personally invite 
the band to return for the 2018 parade. in addition to the parade, the Bhs Concert 
and symphonic Band members performed at a gala in st. John’s smith square hall 
on January 2. “it is an honor to be invited back,” Bhs Band Director Randy Karon 
said. “we have played in many great venues, such as the Thanksgiving Parade of 
Bands at walt Disney world, and at new york’s Carnegie hall. The parade and the 
gala provide unique opportunities for these musicians to perform at another level 
and to a global audience.” The band also made a public appearance for local televi-
sion prior to the parade on new year’s eve. 

The theme of the london new year’s Day Parade this year was, “Roll up, Roll 
up to the greatest show on earth”, a circus theme. in addition to their new march-
ing uniforms, the band will be sporting custom T-shirts designed for the occasion 
by clarinet section leader grace hauk. 

LNYDP: Roll Up, Roll Up to 
the Greatest Show on Earth
Bhs marChing Band Performed in london’s 2018 

neW Year’s daY Parade 

Left photo: On Sept. 19, 2017 at Barrington High School, Lord Mayor of London Cllr. Robert Davis (center) is joined by Principal Steve McWilliams (second from left) and BHS 

Marching Band Director Randy Karon (second from right) and others to celebrate the official invitation to perform at the 2018 London New Year’s Day Parade. Right photo: BHS 

Broncos Marching Band in a hometown parade.

St. John’s Smith Square 

where the BHS Marching 

Band performed. This 

magnificent example of 

English Baroque architec-

ture is set in the middle of 

Smith Square, Westminster, 

and dates back to 1714.
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(Stor y  continued next  page)

Music Man
Performing with his band at 

hip, local venues, independent 
artist Kevin andrew Prchal 

attracts a following

Kevin Prchal

MOZART REQUIEM

February 10 &11
Andrew Grams, conductor

Elgin Master Chorale

BEETHOVEN &  
SHOSTAKOVICH

March 3 & 4
Edwin Outwater, conductor

William Wolfram, piano

ANDREW GRAMS, 
MUSIC DIRECTOR

WILLIAMS SCORES  
SPIELBERG MOVIES

January 27 & 28
Andrew Grams, conductor

Tickets start at just $30!           ElginSymphony.Org          847-888-4000

PHOTO: PAOLO CASCIO

Elgin Symphony Orchestra  Get to Know YOUR ESO!
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InsPiRaTion sTRuCK at an inconvenient time, when musician 
Kevin andrew Prchal was about to leave for work. he had to de-
cide: be on time, or write the song that was nagging at him to get 

out. he knew once the moment passed, the words would, too. so he 

wrote it quickly, in 15 minutes. “Terrified” debuted in 2010 on his first 

independent album, “eat, shirt & Tie,” and was featured in the netflix 

romantic comedy, “one small hitch.” The exposure led to upwards of 

28,000 streams on spotify and heartfelt messages online from listeners. 

“it resonated with people enough for them to still care what i’m doing 

now,” Prchal said.

Don’t be mistaken, music is not the Barrington resident’s full-time 

job. Prchal, 33, works in digital content marketing at harper College in 

Palatine. “i’m more creative, because i don’t depend on music for my 

income,” he said. Plus, he writes songs with the goal of creating art, not 

winning a grammy. “at the end of each day, i just want to be able to lay 

my head down and feel like i lived my best self, and music is a big part 

of that,” he said.

growing up in naperville, immersed in skateboarding culture and 

the Punk Rock music that was part of it, Prchal started guitar lessons at 

age 12. Today, he writes songs that are a mix of folk, country, and blues, 

for the band he sings and plays guitar in, “Kevin andrew Prchal and the 

wheeling Birds.” his wife aly, a librarian, sings and plays percussion 

alongside him.

By performing at trendy venues throughout the Chicago area, such as 

City winery and schubas downtown, fitzgerald’s in Berwyn, and sPaCe 

in evanston, the band has attracted a dedicated following. 

“There’s too much music to discover online,” Prchal said. “These days, 

the best way to connect with an audience is live.” Prchal released his third 

album, “love & summer,” in august, capturing the joy of his marriage 

to aly, and treating listeners to the subtle sounds of birds chirping and 

active cicadas in 1-minute shorts between tunes. The album that came 

before it in 2014, “sorrow sings,” will always be meaningful to Prchal, 

because it was funded by a Kickstarter campaign, made possible with the 

help of other people.

most recently, his music and work lives intersected, when he pro-

duced the song “Believe” for harper College’s online campaign to raise 

money for scholarships. i dare you to listen to it on youTube and not 

hum it throughout the day. it’s impossible not to.

Follow Kevin online at www.kevinandrewprchal.com, and on Facebook, 

Twitter, and YouTube. 

Arts & Culture By melanie Kalmar
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