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BY ERICA CODY

exercise to ensure we collect all vital information,
including when their body is put under stress.
Recently, a friend of mine was concerned that
his horse was not behaving as usual, affecting his
performance by throwing his head back. After a
thermography scan, we could see he had an infection in his lower jaw, solving the question of why
he was behaving differently.
We have found that most behavioral issues
have been related to pain, discomfort, or lowgrade lameness. Also, when thermography has
not found any major concerns, it can give owners
the confidence to continue with training.
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There are many benefits to thermography. If
you are unsure if your horse’s behavior is stemming from a physical issue manifesting as bad
behavior, we can help.
By measuring emitted heat from the horse, we
can detect inflammation which gives a direction
to identify the root cause, saving both time and
money on investigation, and allowing more of
these resources for treatment and optimal recovery.
The American Association of Equine Practitio-

Is Your Horse’s Behavior
Due to Pain?

ners in Lexington, Kentucky, found that thermography provided significant information in 86 percent
of the horses examined and was useful in locating
areas of injury. It has been most commonly used to
evaluate horses with back or hind limb lameness, or
to evaluate a horse prior to purchase.
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Thermography,
whose services are
designed to find the
cause of a horse’s
pain in the least invasive way possible.
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