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the area to get to know each other. Our hope is 
that once all of our children reach middle school, 
they will look around the cafeteria and recognize 
some friendly faces beyond their home elemen-
tary school. We meet at Sunny Hill after school on 
Wednesdays because Sunny Hill has an amazing 
Neighborhood Boys and Girls program that we 
can tap into for space, students, and additional 
staff help. 

What grades are involved in Stampede?
While our primary focus is students in 2nd and 
3rd grades, we also welcome children from all 
grades. We found our 4th- and 5th-grade students 
love to volunteer with leading activities, crafts, and 
snacks and even the kindergarten and 1st-grade 
kids like to jump in and play. Students come from 
all throughout the district and are ready to play. 
Our one-hour program includes a snack with an 
activity (or a snack-tivity), a craft, and a game-
based activity. We theme each month’s playdate 
around a different concept including friendship, 
helpfulness, resourcefulness, and so on. We want 
to create a positive network of friendship across 
the district.

What role does the Peer Mentor Program play?
As our children grow up, BYFS and the Boys & 
Girls Club created a peer mentor program in 
the middle schools that we hope the kids from 
Stampede will participate in. Our tagline is “we 
run together”—and that is what we truly believe. 
We come from eight unique elementary schools 
throughout the district, but in the end, we are all 
Barrington Broncos, running together toward a 
bright future.

 Is there anything you need from the community 
to support Stampede? 
We need parent vol-
unteers and their el-
ementary school-aged 
children!

If people want more 
information, who can 
they contact?
We can be reached at 
barringtonstampede@
gmail.com.

BJWC Stampede Connects 
Barrington 220 Students

You realized that there was an opportunity to 
help. What did you see?
One of the areas that Dr. Armendariz-Maxwell 
was concerned about was how her students con-
nected with their peers once they reached middle 
school. She said that there was not as much co-
mingling between students from other schools 
and that there wasn’t as much opportunity for the 
Sunny Hill students to get to know other children 
in the district and vice versa before they went 
off to middle school. As parents of elementary 
school-aged children, we realized that we could 
help facilitate connecting children from across the 
district by doing what we do all the time: hosting a 
playdate! Once kids are introduced to each other, 
they do the rest of the connecting naturally. 

Emily Kerous served as a 
BJWC Fall Fashion Show 
co-chair last year. 

Dr. Cynthia Armendariz-Maxwell, the principal of Sunny Hill Elementary School, came to 
a Barrington Junior Women’s Club meeting in 2018 to talk about her experience as the 
principal of Sunny Hill. Club member Emily Kerous saw an opportunity to create a bridge 
between students as they move from elementary to middle schools in Barrington 220,      
especially for Sunny Hills students. We spoke with her to learn more. 

Interview BY LISA STAMOS

How long after this realization did you discuss 
your idea with Dr. Cynthia Armendariz-Maxwell?
We began the initial stages of discussing this in 
November 2018 by speaking with Dr. Armendariz-
Maxwell and she connected us with Wendy Farley 
from the Neighborhood Boys and Girls Club. The 
Stampede team, made up of members from BJWC, 
worked for a few months to figure out how to best 
make these connections and ended up realizing 
that if we create the opportunity and facilitate, the 
kids will do the rest.

 How does Stampede work?
We designed Stampede with a playdate structure 
with activities, crafts and snacks—universally 
loved by all kids—and invited kids from across 

The entire Stampede group at Sunny Hill at the conclusion of the first program on September 18, 2019. Parent 
volunteers are in the back of the room. The Stampede team consists of long-time BJWC members and Barrington 
220 parents Judy Lichtenberger, Kiley Humbert, Katie Brown, Heidi Shannon, Emily Kerous, and Kathy Brodin.


