
School Section 16
AMERICA’S FOUNDERS MADE EDUCATION A NATIONAL PRIORITY AND IN 

DOING SO, HELPED THE EARLIEST SETTLERS BUILD SOLID COMMUNITIES

tablishing public education, the Ordinance desig-
nated that the centrally located Section 16 in each 
township grid was to be reserved for the funding 
of public schools when its land was sold. The re-
sponsibility for setting up and maintaining public 
education passed from the Federal government to 
individual states. Townships were authorized by 
the states to collect funds through these land sales, 
and later by taxation. 

Two years later, the Northwest Ordinance of 
1787 that governed the Great Lakes and Ohio Val-
ley regions for settlement states in Article 3 that, 

“Religion, morality, and knowledge being neces-
sary to good government and the happiness of 
mankind, schools and the means of education 
shall be forever encouraged.” The Ordinance also 
established a government for the Northwest Ter-
ritory, outlined the process for admitting a new 
state to the Union, and guaranteed that newly 
created states would be equal to the original 13 
states. It also protected civil liberties and out-
lawed slavery in the new territories.

QUINTESSENTIAL AMERICA BY LISA STAMOS

THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS enact-
ed the Land Ordinance of 1785 to allow 
the Federal government to raise money 

through the sale of land west of the Appalachians, 
east of the Mississippi, and north of the Ohio 
River. The Land Ordinance established the basis 
for the Public Land Survey System in which the 
country’s unexplored territory was surveyed and 
divided into townships of six square miles each. 

Townships, the first form of local government, 
were then subdivided into 36 one-square-mile 
sections, or 640 acres. To provide a means for es-

The Class of 1909 sits on the porch of the second Flint Creek one-room schoolhouse 
located at Miller and Kelsey Roads. The first Flint Creek School was likely a log cabin. 
The students are pictured on May 7, 1090. (Photos courtesy of Lela Glynch and 
Lauren DeJesu)

Education was a top priority of America’s founders who recognized the 
importance of education in maintaining a strong, civil government and to 
develop good citizens and leaders for the expanding country. The colonies 
were responsible for education, but it became difficult to maintain and 
centralize due to the variety of lifestyles and religions. The Middle Colonies 
education policies favored parochial education for children with powerful 
minds to become ministers, priests, or hold important offices. In the rural 
Southern Colonies, education focused on apprenticeships. Yet during the 
time from the United States Declaration of Independence in 1776 until 
the new states ratified the U.S. Constitution in 1788, Congress didn’t have 
the power to set taxes for its citizens to have the money to pay for itself, 
and a proposed organized education system. 

Did you know that Barrington 220 is 72 square 
miles—the same area as two complete town-
ships? Section 16 of each township was land 
reserved to fund public schools. Section 29 
was reserved to support religious purposes. 
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settlers posted a notice announcing an election to 
incorporate the township and elect school trust-
ees. The election took place at the home of Wil-
liam Otis. 

Eighteen people arrived at the Otis home on 
December 14 to cast their votes in the election 
to establish a local school system. Jesse P. Miller 
and William Van Orsdall served as judges, and 
Homer Willmarth sat as clerk at the election. The 
vote established Barrington’s first school board 
which consisted of five trustees: Phillip Hawley 
Sr., Homer Willmarth (chairman), Thomas Per-
kins, John C. Allen, and William Graves. Miller 
was chosen as secretary. 

Barrington’s First School Districts 
On January 9, 1841, that same group of trustees 
met in the same one-room schoolhouse in Miller’s 
Grove to divide the township into school districts 
that served as Barrington’s first form of government:

District 1: Eastern half of the township
District 2: Northwest corner
District 3: West central section
District 4: Southwest corner
District 5: Established in 1845
District 9 was added with the incorporation 

of the Village of Barrington in 1865. District 10 
was added in 1868 after the Cuba and Barrington 

Common School Lands
Section 16 of the surveyed township grids were 
the dedicated to fund schools. Illinois’ statue said, 
“Section 16 in every township granted to the State, 
by the United States, for the use of the inhabitants 
of the township for the use of schools shall be held 
and considered as common school lands” and 
were “under the general care and superintendence 
of the county commissioners. This statue charged 
the state with making recommendations at all lev-
els in Illinois, supplying the framework necessary 
to guide education policy, and integrating educa-
tion from pre-kindergarten through college. Lo-
cal government was assigned the responsibility 
for building schools, guiding educational policy, 
hiring and paying teachers, and even establishing 
the first local banking systems that allowed set-
tlers to borrow money from the school treasury to 
finance their farms. 

Government from a One-Room School-
house
Barrington schools started in October 1835 with 
the Humphrey one-room schoolhouse in Miller’s 
Grove—the first settlement that would become 
Barrington Center, and then Barrington Station 
once the village moved near the newly expanded 
train tracks in 1854. On November 23, 1840, four 

Pages in the District Cash Book
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this interest-bearing fund, and every teacher was “entitled to an equal por-
tion of the district funds according to the time and scholars taught; provided 
that no teacher shall be paid more than the amount agreed to be allowed by 
the employer.

S.W. Kingsley, the first treasurer, kept meticulous records of each entry 
beginning on November 25, 1841. The first entry included money received 
for the sale of school lands in the amount of $147.35. On November 27, he 
recorded that Silas Jayne paid $1.80 on a loan of $30 at a rate of 6 percent. 
The final entry in the Cash Book was recorded on October 1, 1883. Thirteen 
United States presidents served during the cash book’s records—William 
Henry Harrison to Chester Alan Arthur, including two from Illinois, Abra-
ham Lincoln and Ulysses S. Grant. 

The 42-year period during which this singular cash book record was 
kept had ushered in a new era for schools in Barrington and beyond. The 
early government leaders of the United States not only envisioned schooling 
as a standard for all students, but it also offered a source of funds for farm-
ers, tradesmen, and suppliers—giving them help they needed to start their 
businesses and feed their families. 

As with the first settlers across the nation, today’s thriving Barrington com-
munity was formed and financed from within the first Barrington schools. 

Editor’s Note: If you enjoyed this historical information on Barrington, 
consider purchasing Quintessential Barrington’s Special Edition published for 
the Village’s Sesquicentennial in 2015. Copies are available at the Barrington 
Village Hall. 

Townships were each consolidated. One hundred and five years later, 
Barrington Community Unit School District 220 was formed in 1973 
as a consolidated unit, combining two elementary districts and a high 
school district into one unit that educates students from pre-kindergar-
ten through high school.

These first Barrington school trustees laid the groundwork for these 
smaller districts across the rural township land, with each district section 
having a one-room schoolhouse. School commissioners had the author-
ity to sell the common school lands when so petitioned on an affidavit of 
two-thirds of the “reputable citizens of a township as to the number of 
white male inhabitants over twenty-one years of age,” according to the 
Statues of 1841. 

With money raised from the sale of part of the land dedicated to 
schools, the trustees established a school treasury. 

Barrington’s First Banks
The school treasury served as more than a source of funds for education; 
it was the only pool of money in the early settlements. The “Cash Book 
of School District 4” is a 177-year-old treasure of Barrington 220 and the 
Barrington area’s history. This oversized book was the original account-
ing ledger and was used to keep track of the district’s finances. Entries 
were carefully handwritten in beautiful penmanship. Each page was en-
titled “Treasurer in Account with Township 42, North, 9 East” at the top. 

Funds in the school treasury could be loaned at a 12 percent fixed rate 
of interest “payable semi-annually in advance”. Teachers were paid out of 

The school cash supply from the sale of Section 16 was the first bank for early set-
tlers. Loans, repayments, and interest charges were recorded in the Cash Book. 

The language written for paying teachers in mid-1800s Barrington implies that 
men and women teachers were paid at the same rate.
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